
Menlo Park Commute Patterns
American Community Survey

Summary Files

Produced by

Marin Economic Consulting
September 17, 2023
Jon Haveman, Principal

415-336-5705 or Jon@MarinEconomicConsulting.com

Contents

1. Mode of Transportation 2
2. Travel Time to Work 4
3. Place of Work 7
4. Commute Mode by Income 9
5. Commute Mode by Poverty Status 10



1. Mode of Transportation

Figure 1 - 1: Percent of Workers Commuting by Car
Alone

Figure 1 - 2: Percent of Workers Commuting by Car-
pool

Figure 1 - 3: Percent of Workers using Public Trans-
portation

Figure 1 - 4: Percent of Workers Who Work From
Home
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Table 1.1. SEX OF WORKERS BY MODE OF TRANSPORTATION TO WORK
Male Female All Workers All of CA

Mode of Transit # (%) # (%) # (%) (%)
Car, Truck, or Van: 5, 645 61.9 4, 289 54.4 9, 934 58.5 79.7

Drove Alone 5, 166 56.7 3, 712 47.1 8, 878 52.2 70.1
Carpooled: 479 5.3 577 7.3 1, 056 6.2 9.6

In 2-person carpool 345 3.8 435 5.5 780 4.6 7.0
In 3-person carpool 99 1.1 93 1.2 192 1.1 1.5
In 4-or-more-person carpool 35 0.4 49 0.6 84 0.5 1.1

Public Transportation (excl Taxi): 499 5.5 329 4.2 828 4.9 4.1
Bus or Trolley Bus 202 2.2 167 2.1 369 2.2 2.6
Streetcar or Trolley Car 23 0.3 30 0.4 53 0.3 0.9
Subway or Elevated 248 2.7 132 1.7 380 2.2 0.4
Railroad 26 0.3 0 0.0 26 0.2 0.2
Ferryboat 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.1
Bicycle 775 8.5 477 6.1 1, 252 7.4 0.8
Walked 107 1.2 271 3.4 378 2.2 2.4
Taxicab, Motorcycle, or other 107 1.2 147 1.9 254 1.5 1.6
Worked at Home 1, 794 19.7 1, 961 24.9 3, 755 22.1 11.4

Total: 8, 927 97.9 7, 474 94.9 16, 401 96.5

Source: 2021 5-year American Community Survey, Summary File

Table 1.2. SEX OF WORKERS BY MODE OF TRANSPORTATION TO WORK FOR
WORKPLACE GEOGRAPHY

Male Female All Workers All of CA
Mode of Transit # (%) # (%) # (%) (%)
Car, Truck, or Van: 17, 905 66.5 13, 200 71.8 31, 105 69.2 79.8

Drove Alone 16, 245 60.3 11, 454 62.3 27, 699 61.6 70.2
Carpooled: 1, 660 6.2 1, 746 9.5 3, 406 7.6 9.6

In 2-person carpool 1, 169 4.3 1, 292 7.0 2, 461 5.5 7.0
In 3-person carpool 214 0.8 266 1.4 480 1.1 1.5
In 4-or-more-person carpool 277 1.0 188 1.0 465 1.0 1.1

Public Transportation (excl Taxi): 3, 096 11.5 1, 629 8.9 4, 725 10.5 4.1
Bus or Trolley Bus 2, 463 9.1 1, 081 5.9 3, 544 7.9 2.6
Streetcar or Trolley Car 178 0.7 351 1.9 529 1.2 0.9
Subway or Elevated 452 1.7 187 1.0 639 1.4 0.4
Railroad 3 0.0 4 0.0 7 0.0 0.2
Ferryboat 0 0.0 6 0.0 6 0.0 0.1
Bicycle 537 2.0 203 1.1 740 1.6 0.8
Walked 382 1.4 265 1.4 647 1.4 2.4
Taxicab, Motorcycle, or other 756 2.8 445 2.4 1, 201 2.7 1.6
Worked at Home 1, 794 6.7 1, 961 10.7 3, 755 8.4 11.4

Total: 24, 470 90.9 17, 703 96.4 42, 173 93.8

Source: 2021 5-year American Community Survey, Summary File

The results in this table are for those who work in the region, regardless of the location of their residence.
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2. Travel Time to Work

Table 2.1. SEX OF WORKERS BY TRAVEL TIME TO WORK
Male Female All Workers All of CA

Mode of Transit # (%) # (%) # (%) (%)
Less than 5 minutes 40 0.5 162 2.4 202 1.3 1.9
5 to 9 minutes 469 5.7 396 5.8 865 5.7 7.4
10 to 14 minutes 827 10.0 755 11.0 1, 582 10.4 12.1
15 to 19 minutes 1, 143 13.8 1, 038 15.1 2, 181 14.4 14.9
20 to 24 minutes 1, 395 16.8 1, 197 17.4 2, 592 17.1 14.2
25 to 29 minutes 536 6.5 386 5.6 922 6.1 6.2
30 to 34 minutes 1, 086 13.1 620 9.0 1, 706 11.3 15.0
35 to 39 minutes 262 3.2 231 3.4 493 3.3 2.8
40 to 44 minutes 177 2.1 223 3.2 400 2.6 4.3
45 to 59 minutes 575 6.9 189 2.8 764 5.0 8.8
60 to 89 minutes 449 5.4 202 2.9 651 4.3 8.1
90 or more minutes 174 2.1 114 1.7 288 1.9 4.2

Total: 7, 133 86.0 5, 513 80.3 12, 646 83.4

Source: 2021 5-year American Community Survey, Summary File

Table 2.2. SEX OF WORKERS BY TRAVEL TIME TO WORK FOR
WORKPLACE GEOGRAPHY

Male Female All Workers All of CA
Mode of Transit # (%) # (%) # (%) (%)
Less than 5 minutes 182 0.7 213 1.2 395 0.9 1.9
5 to 9 minutes 760 2.9 446 2.6 1, 206 2.8 7.4
10 to 14 minutes 1, 476 5.6 1, 305 7.5 2, 781 6.4 12.1
15 to 19 minutes 2, 106 8.1 1, 950 11.2 4, 056 9.3 14.8
20 to 24 minutes 2, 822 10.8 1, 861 10.7 4, 683 10.8 14.2
25 to 29 minutes 1, 575 6.0 954 5.5 2, 529 5.8 6.2
30 to 34 minutes 3, 876 14.8 2, 388 13.7 6, 264 14.4 15.0
35 to 39 minutes 720 2.8 452 2.6 1, 172 2.7 2.8
40 to 44 minutes 1, 373 5.2 983 5.7 2, 356 5.4 4.3
45 to 59 minutes 2, 730 10.4 1, 982 11.4 4, 712 10.8 8.8
60 to 89 minutes 2, 914 11.1 2, 199 12.7 5, 113 11.7 8.2
90 or more minutes 2, 142 8.2 1, 009 5.8 3, 151 7.2 4.2

Total: 22, 676 86.7 15, 742 90.6 38, 418 88.3

Source: 2021 5-year American Community Survey, Summary File

The results in this table are for those who work in the region, regardless of the location of their residence.
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Figure 2 - 1: Percent of Employed Population With Commutes of More than 30
Minutes

Figure 2 - 2: Percent of Employed Population With Commutes of More than 90
Minutes
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Figure 2 - 3: Percent of Local Employees With Com-
mutes of More than 30 Minutes

Figure 2 - 4: Percent of Local Employees With Com-
mutes of More than 90 Minutes

Figure 2 - 5: Rank: Share of MegaCommuters Across
Similar Geographies
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3. Place of Work

Table 3.1. SEX OF WORKERS BY PLACE OF WORK–STATE AND COUNTY LEVEL
Male Female All Workers All of CA

Place of Work # (%) # (%) # (%) (%)
Worked in state of residence: 8, 892 97.6 7, 451 94.6 16, 343 96.2 99.6

Worked in county of residence 4, 545 49.9 4, 124 52.3 8, 669 51.0 83.5
worked outside of county of residence 4, 347 47.7 3, 327 42.2 7, 674 45.2 16.0

Worked outside state of residence 35 0.4 23 0.3 58 0.3 0.4

Total: 8, 927 97.9 7, 474 94.9 16, 401 96.5

Source: 2021 5-year American Community Survey, Summary File

Figure 3 - 1: Percent of Workers Employed Outside of Their County of Residence
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Table 3.2. SEX OF WORKERS BY PLACE OF WORK–PLACE LEVEL
Male Female All Workers All of CA

Place of Work # (%) # (%) # (%) (%)
Living in a place: 8, 927 97.9 7, 474 94.9 16, 401 96.5 95.9

Worked in place of residence 2, 891 31.7 2, 902 36.8 5, 793 34.1 38.0
Worked outside place of residence 6, 036 66.2 4, 572 58.0 10, 608 62.4 57.9

Not living in a place 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 4.1

Total: 8, 927 97.9 7, 474 94.9 16, 401 96.5

Source: 2021 5-year American Community Survey, Summary File

Figure 3 - 2: Percent of Workers Employed Outside of Their Place of Residence
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4. Commute Mode by Income

Table 4.1. MEDIAN EARNINGS IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS
BY MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION TO WORK

California United States
Region Median Ratio Median Ratio

Car, truck, or van - drove alone 99, 767 44, 762 103.9 42, 770 103.7
Car, truck, or van - carpooled 65, 259 34, 038 89.4 31, 995 90.7
Public transportation (excluding taxicab) 75, 300 39, 155 89.7 42, 437 78.9
Walked 26, 698 24, 723
Taxicab, motorcycle, bicycle, or other means 68, 357 36, 900 86.4 33, 389 91.0
Worked from home 117, 326 65, 542 83.5 59, 742 87.3

Total: 95, 164 44, 367 214.5 42, 296 225.0

Source: 2021 5-year American Community Survey, Summary File
Notes: 1) Ratio = the ratio of the regional median to either the CA or US median, relative to the Total ratio.

Values above 100 imply a high local median. Values below 100 imply a low local median.
For example, a value of 200 means that the local mean is 2x higher than would be expected.
For ”Total:”, ratio is simply the ratio of the medians.

2) For regions with more than one geography, the medians are averages weighted by working population.

Table 4.2. MODE OF TRANSPORTATION TO WORK BY WORKERS’ EARNINGS
< $25,000 $25,000-$74,999 $75,000+ All All of CA

Mode of Transit # (%) # (%) # (%) # (%) (%)
Car, Truck, or Van: Drove Alone 1, 243 35.3 1, 800 47.7 5, 307 55.9 8, 878 52.2 70.1
Car, Truck, or Van: Carpooled 170 4.8 311 8.2 464 4.9 1, 056 6.2 9.6
Public Transportation (excl Taxi) 180 5.1 119 3.2 417 4.4 828 4.9 4.1
Walked 115 3.3 81 2.1 168 1.8 378 2.2 2.4
Taxicab, Motorcycle, or other 197 5.6 636 16.9 662 7.0 1, 506 8.9 2.4
Worked at Home 366 10.4 526 13.9 2, 481 26.1 3, 755 22.1 11.4

Total: 2, 271 64.5 3, 473 92.1 9, 499 16, 401 96.5 100.0

Source: 2021 5-year American Community Survey, Summary File

Table 4.3. MODE OF TRANSPORTATION TO WORK BY WORKERS’ EARNINGS FOR
WORKPLACE GEOGRAPHY

< $25,000 $25,000-$74,999 $75,000+ All All of CA
Mode of Transit # (%) # (%) # (%) # (%) (%)
Car, Truck, or Van: Drove Alone 3, 463 51.9 5, 956 57.7 16, 687 64.0 27, 699 61.6 70.2
Car, Truck, or Van: Carpooled 774 11.6 747 7.2 1, 618 6.2 3, 406 7.6 9.6
Public Transportation (excl Taxi) 618 9.3 510 4.9 3, 438 13.2 4, 725 10.5 4.1
Walked 142 2.1 214 2.1 275 1.1 647 1.4 2.4
Taxicab, Motorcycle, or other 298 4.5 395 3.8 1, 195 4.6 1, 941 4.3 2.4
Worked at Home 366 5.5 526 5.1 2, 481 9.5 3, 755 8.4 11.4

Total: 5, 661 84.9 8, 348 80.8 25, 694 98.5 42, 173 93.8

Source: 2021 5-year American Community Survey, Summary File

The results in this table are for those who work in the region, regardless of the location of their residence.
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5. Commute Mode by Poverty Status

Table 5.1. MODE OF TRANSPORTATION TO WORK BY POVERTY STATUS
In Poverty 100-149% of Pov >150% of Pov All All of CA

Mode of Transit # (%) # (%) # (%) # (%) (%)
Car, Truck, or Van: Drove Alone 210 28.5 141 31.2 8, 527 52.6 8, 878 52.2 70.5
Car, Truck, or Van: Carpooled 9 1.2 108 23.9 939 5.8 1, 056 6.2 9.6
Public Transportation (excl Taxi) 29 3.9 10 2.2 789 4.9 828 4.9 4.1
Walked 24 3.3 0 0.0 354 2.2 378 2.2 2.1
Taxicab, Motorcycle, or other 57 7.7 18 4.0 1, 431 8.8 1, 506 8.9 2.4
Worked at Home 34 4.6 0 0.0 3, 721 22.9 3, 755 22.1 11.3

Total: 363 49.2 277 61.3 15, 761 97.2 16, 401 96.5

Source: 2021 5-year American Community Survey, Summary File

Table 5.2. MODE OF TRANSPORTATION TO WORK BY POVERTY STATUS FOR
WORKPLACE GEOGRAPHY

In Poverty 100-149% of Pov >150% of Pov All All of CA
Mode of Transit # (%) # (%) # (%) # (%) (%)
Car, Truck, or Van: Drove Alone 559 48.1 638 47.2 26, 469 62.2 27, 666 61.6 70.5
Car, Truck, or Van: Carpooled 39 3.4 182 13.5 3, 158 7.4 3, 379 7.5 9.6
Public Transportation (excl Taxi) 195 16.8 83 6.1 4, 447 10.4 4, 725 10.5 4.1
Walked 54 4.7 7 0.5 586 1.4 647 1.4 2.1
Taxicab, Motorcycle, or other 67 5.8 66 4.9 1, 808 4.2 1, 941 4.3 2.4
Worked at Home 34 2.9 0 0.0 3, 721 8.7 3, 755 8.4 11.3

Total: 948 81.7 976 72.1 40, 189 94.4 42, 113 93.7 100.0

Source: 2021 5-year American Community Survey, Summary File

The results in this table are for those who work in the region, regardless of the location of their residence.
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